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P.o. SOX 1266 DELANO, CA9S21S
(805) 725"4550

March 21, 2008

Mr. VinCeIJt J. Fusaro
Standardization Section
Fresh Products Brandl
Fruit & Vegetable Programs
AgricultuT<llMarketing Service
U.s. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Room 1661
South Building, Stop 0240
WasWngton, D.C. 20250-0240

Dear Mr. Fusaro:

Re: United States Stan[hu::d~for Grades of Table Grnpa
(;Eutopean or Vinifcra 1J'peJ
Docket#AMS-FV-07-Ul40

My company is a grower/shipper of fresh table grapes and J am forwarding this letter to YOW"attention in support of the
proposed rule which was published in the Federal Regi5ter on Febmaty 26, 2008 as referenced by the docket number above.

Initja11y,our company was in support of the 1Q% a.llQwancefor shatter.ed berries at destination and still perceives the 10%
a$ the appropriate percentage, however in tight of the proposed rule of only 5%, We as grape growers and shippers will
support this proposed role to show our willingness to work with industfy. With the. evolving marketing of table grapes
and packaging practices, bcingutili1.ed in the table grape indmby) the delivered product at destination reflecting SQme
shattered berries is still a very merchantable commodity and does n.otdetract fTOmthe consumer usability of the grapes.

1therefore strongly support the proposed compromise for table grapes only when market and conslJrotm cootaJt)crs at
destIDation have a.5% allowance: for grape shatter. This proposed role does not <D1Iendthe $COringfor plain packed grapes.
I therefore submit these comments in total support Qfthe proposed ruJe and amend the U.S. Grade Standard for Table
Grapes as it relates to sbattered.
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